Cc: Basile, Michael[Basile.Michael@epa.gov}; Rodriguez, Elias[Rodriguez.Elias@epa.govl;
Kluesner, Davelkluesner.dave@epa.gov}

To: Daly, Eric[Daly.Eric@epa.gov]}

From: Daniel Telvock

Sent: Wed 11/9/2016 2:30:25 PM

Subject: Re: Niagara Falls Boulevard Site: Dan Telvock Meeting

Eric and all,

Due to a major fire at Bethlehem Steel, WGRZ has most of their staff there covering it, including
asking me to assist.

I have to reschedule today's interview. I apologize for the late notice but no one anticipated this
fire. The black smoke covers many miles toward the southtowns and authorities have given very
little indication of what is going on and what risks there are.

Michael, 1s EPA dealing with this fire? If so, please call me asap?

Dan Telvock

Investigative Post
Environment reporter
Buffalo, NY

Office: (716)-831-2626 x 3
Cell: (540)-645-0101
Twitter: @dantelvock

On Nov 8§, 2016, at 4:18 PM, Daly, Eric <Daly.Eric@epa.gov> wrote:

Good Afternoon:

I just wanted to confirm tomorrow’s meeting at 10:30 am. As with all visitors,
please check in at the work trailers on the East side of Greater Niagara
Building Center (on Church side).

Thanks



Regards,

Eric M. Daly
On-Scene Coordinator/Radiological Response Specialist
US Environmental Protection Agency- Region I1

ERRD/RPB/PPS

2890 Woodbridge Avenue
Edison, NJ 08837
daly.eric@epa.gov
908-420-1707

"We must, indeed, all hang together, or assuredly we shall all hang separately",
Benjamin Franklin

From: Basile, Michael

Sent: Thursday, October 27, 2016 10:27 AM

To: Daniel Telvock <dtelvock@investigativepost.org>

Cc: Rodriguez, Elias <Rodriguez Elias@epa.gov>; Kluesner, Dave
<kluesner.dave@epa.qov>; Daly, Eric <Daly.Eric@epa.qgov>
Subject: Re: Additional questions from Mr. Dan Telvock.

Dan:

Wednesday November 9, 2016 - 10:30 am - Niagara Falls Blvd Site - EPA Command Post Trailer -
CONFIRMED

Our Office of Regional Counsel is actively conducting research into potential responsible parties (PRPs) that
may have been involved. Because it is an active enforcement action, no one at EPA can comment about the
1979 private investigators report and any related enforcement activities. Eric can assist in explaining the
general process that our agency utilizes in a search for PRPs, but that is as far as he can go. He will be



available to update you on the status of our activities at the Niagara Falls Blvd and Holy Trinity Cemetery
sites.

Mike Basile, USEPA Region 2
Public Affairs Specialist

WNY Public Information Office
186 Exchange Street

Buffalo, NY 14204

Office: (716) 551-4410
Mobile: (646) 369-0055

email: basile.michael@epa.gov

From: Daniel Telvock <dtelvock@investigativepost.org>
Sent: Tuesday, October 25, 2016 2:52 PM

To: Basile, Michael

Cc: Rodriguez, Elias; Kluesner, Dave

Subject: Re: Additional questions from Mr. Dan Telvock.

Hi Mike,

Wednesday Nov 9 at 10:30 am works.

A few things: The private investigator's report from 1979 is less than 20 pages. Surely Eric could read it
before our scheduled interview and comment on its contents since EPA and state agencies seem to believe
Union Carbide is responsible for the contamination at the cemetery and bowling alley, and potentially other
sites.

If he cannot, I need EPA to provide me with someone who can, since it is a critical element to my story.



In addition, I need to talk to someone at EPA about the below question, if Eric cannot answer:

d Why EPA seems to only be focusing on Union Carbide? Why not Oldbury Furnace which is a
subsidary of Occidential and was mentioned numerous times in EPA-NYS records as another potential
source. Or, is the EPA in fact inquiring with other companies as potential sources of this material, and
if so, who are these companies?

Dan Telvock
Environmental Reporter
Investigative Post

(w) 716-831-2626 x 3

Twitter: @dantelvock

On Tue, Oct 25, 2016 at 12:13 PM, Basile, Michael <Basile. Michael@epa.gov> wrote:

Dan:

I spoke with Eric Daly the OSC for the Niagara Falls Blvd/Trinity Cemetery sites in Niagara County.
He will be available for a follow-up interview on either Tuesday November 8th or Wednesday
November 9th. He would prefer if possible either of the following time frames on either day: 10 am -
noon or 1:30 pm - 5:00 pm.

Eric will be able to address questions regarding the activities that he is overseeing at these two sites.
The 1979 private investigators report entitled Probe International is being reviewed by our office of
regional counsel and Eric will not be able to address any questions pertaining to this report.

Please let me know what date/time you would like to meet Eric at the Niagara Falls Blvd location.

Mike Basile, USEPA Region 2



Public Affairs Specialist
WNY Public Information Office
186 Exchange Street

Buffalo, NY 14204

Office: (716) 551-4410
Mobile: (646) 369-0055

email: basile.michael@epa.gov

From: Daniel Telvock <dtelvock@investigativepost.org>
Sent: Monday, October 24, 2016 11:48 AM

To: Basile, Michael

Cc: Rodriguez, Elias; Kluesner, Dave

Subject: Re: Additional questions from Mr. Dan Telvock.

Hi Mike

I'd like to schedule an interview with Eric after I return from Philly, which is the week of Nov 7-11th.
Eric and I communicated but not anything [ wrote down or will use. It was casual but he said it would
not be a problem to do another interview soon.

As for the 1979 private investigators report, EPA does have it. I suggest getting it from EPA attorney
Margo Ludmer, who has been calling some of the same people I have been calling in trying to verify
sections of the report. I think Eric will find that report very interesting if in fact EPA believes Union
Carbide is the sole source of this material (although other EPA documents mention Oldbury Furnace,
and I don't see EPA questioning Occidential at all about what they did with their radioactive
byproduct.)

I am unable to send the document by email because it is larger than what my server allows.

Sincerely,



Dan Telvock
Environmental Reporter
Investigative Post

(w)716-831-2626 x 3

Twitter: @dantelvock

On Mon, Oct 24, 2016 at 10:29 AM, Basile, Michael <Basile. Michael@epa.gov> wrote:

Dan:

Spoke with Eric Daly this morning 10/24/16 about your request for a interview on the activities
at Area s

near the Holy Trinity Cemetery. Eric did indicate that he did communicate with you last week
while you were at the cemetery location.

In addition, you reference a 1979 private investigators report that we do not have. If we could be
sent a copy of that report it would be appreciated.

Thanks and have a good day!

Mike Basile, USEPA Region 2
Public Affairs Specialist

WNY Public Information Offce
186 Exchange Street

Buffalo, NY 14204

Office: (716} 551-4410



Mobile: (646) 369-0055

email: basile.michael@epa.gov

From: Daniel Telvock <dtelvock@investigativepost.org>
Sent: Monday, October 17, 2016 10:29 AM

To: Rodriguez, Elias

Cc: Kluesner, Dave; Basile, Michael

Subject: Re: Additional questions from Mr. Dan Telvock.

Hello gentlemen,

I am doing a follow up story on the radioactive hotspot story I did two months ago.

Can EPA make Eric or someone else available for a short interview?

The subjects are twofold: A 1979 private investigator's report details how this problem may be
much worse than originally thought

and

Area 5 near the cemetery where a radon mitigation system was installed in a home and two more
homes on expected to be assessed soon for radioactive materials.

I would like to have the interviews done this week or early next.

Thank you

Dan Telvock



Environmental Reporter
Investigative Post

(w)716-831-2626 x 3

Twitter: @dantelvock

On Thu, Oct 13, 2016 at 12:02 PM, Rodriguez, Elias <Rodriguez.Elias@epa.gov> wrote:

Greeting Mr. Telvock, Below are EPA’s responses to your additional
questions.

QUESTION: We have obtained two reports - one dated May 10, 1974,
and the other dated June 8, 1979- from a private investigating firm
called Probe International. It is my understanding that an EPA staff
attorney, Margo Ludmer, has been calling the surviving members of
this firm. | am not sure why, but I'd like to find out.

Ms. Ludmer is an EPA attorney engaged in research related to
EPA’s search for potentially responsible parties.

QUESTION: Why hasn't the EPA taken action for 738 Upper
Mountain Road yet?

EPA is planning to complete an additional assessment of 738
Upper Mountain Road.

QUESTION: Why hasn't the EPA stepped in to do a more
comprehensive review to determine location and severity of additional
hotspots?



We decline to speculate about future actions. EPA will continue
to partner with N.Y. State to determine appropriate next steps.

QUESTION: | also need to understand what EPA's role is in this.

EPA’s respective Removal Action Memorandums, which we
believe you have access to by way of your previously completed
FOIA requests, etc., describe in full detail the authorities under
which EPA has taken action as well as the scope and history of
our involvement. Let us know, if you need additional copies and
they will be provided for your reference.

Attached is information on how a citizen or group can request
that the EPA conduct an assessment of a site for possible
inclusion on the National Priorities List (Superfund list). Often
states will nominate sites for the NPL.

QUESTION: Does the EPA only get involved if the state sends over
properties for NPL consideration or removal consideration?

No. Some short-term (removal) sites come to our attention by
other means, such as citizen reports or referrals from the
community.

QUESTION: Would EPA to additional surveys to determine the scope
of the contaminated properties beyond what is in the 1986 ORNL
report?

EPA will continue to partner with N.Y. State on determining
appropriate next steps.



Sincerely,

Elias Rodriguez, M.P.A.

Public Information Officer

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
290 Broadway, New York, NY 10007
rodriguez. elias@epa.gov

From: Daniel Telvock [mailto:dielvock@investigativepost.org]
Sent: Monday, September 19, 2016 2:38 PM

To: Kluesner, Dave <kluesner.dave@epa.gov>

Subject: Re: my contact

Hi David

So, here is the basic scope of the info and why I need to interview
someone with EPA. If it's Eric Daley, that's fine, but the EPA cannot
prohibit him from answering certain questions like they did last time, or
he wouldn't be the right expert for us. He could only talk about the
bowling alley property. And this story goes way beyond a single

property.

We have obtained two reports - one dated May 10, 1974, and the other
dated June 8, 1979- from a private investigating firm called Probe
International. It is my understanding that an EPA staff attorney,
Margo Ludmer, has been calling the surviving members of this firm. I
am not sure why, but I'd like to find out.

These reports discuss how slag from Union Carbide was widely used in



Niagara Falls. This slag has radioactive elements of varying degrees.
Union Carbide is the subject of an EPA inquiry into contamination at
the Niagara Falls Boulevard bowling alley, the Holy Trinity Cemetery
and a residence on Upper Mountain Road. Union Carbide has denied
any responsibility.

Yet, as far as we can tell, there has not been any comprehensive survey
of potential hotspots since 1986. In addition, I have obtained records
about how a lot of this material was buried in Niagara Falls at what then
was called 56th and Pine (screenshot attached). This land, as far as I can
tell, is not listed as an inactive hazardous waste site.

Why hasn't the EPA taken action for 738 Upper Mountain Road yet?
Why hasn't the EPA stepped in to do a more comprehensive review to
determine location and severity of additional hotspots?

I also need to understand what EPA's role is in this. Does the EPA only
get involved if the state sends over properties for NPL consideriation or
removal consideration? Would EPA to additional surveys to determine
the scope of the contaminated properties beyond what is in the 1986
ORNL report?

Sincerely,

Dan Telvock
Environmental Reporter

Investigative Post

(W) 716-831-2626 x 3

Twitter: (@dantelvock






